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Abstract  

Education is believed to reform and transform one positively. Where 
education fails to perform its positive tasks, then something is wrong 
somewhere. This paper looked into those essential tasks of visual arts 
education that will help the society move forward. It is then observed 
that inconsistent educational policies, poorly equipped studious, 
inadequate facilities, poor remuneration of teachers and instructors 
have really hampered the effective acquisition of skills and self-
reliance through visual arts. To curb this dwindling; suggestions were 
made in order to move the society forward.  

 
 

There have been series of educational policies and programs in Nigeria and 
Africa in general. Little or no impact has been achieved from these successive policies 
and programs as a result of one reason or the other. Carew (2012) noted that: 
“generally, government policies and programs, and the way they are implemented, 
provide the basis for either progress or retrogression in the fortunes of a nation”. The 
history of education in Nigeria shows several educational reforms even before 
independence. Carew (2012) continued that in Nigeria three main types of education, 
namely the traditional or indigenous, Islamic or quoranic and western education have 
flourished at various times. These types of education, though with their own problems, 
served their purpose at various times in the history of this nation. In this 21st century, 
when the western-type education is prevailing, our education system is still bedeviled 
by numerous problems in spite of the progress so far attained. It is very glaring that 
something is amiss with the Nigerian educational system. In the 1960s, 1970s and 
1980s, any youth who walked into any school campus automatically felt like being 
immediately admitted into the school. The school compounds and campuses were well 
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kept. The grasses were cut regularly, flowers and trees well trimmed, new buildings 
always cropping up, efforts were made consciously to upgrade laboratory/studio 
equipments and there was regular painting of the buildings and facilities in general. The 
vice chancellors, registrars, deans, principals, headmasters, professors, lecturers, 
instructors, teachers and educational administrators both in the schools and in the 
educational bureaucracies were highly motivated and committed to educating the 
youths of the country. The quality of education was very high, thereby, enabling 
Nigerian students to compete very well throughout the world. During the decades 
mentioned, educators maintained high professional and ethical standards. Educational 
institutions competed at every level to be the best regionally, nationally and 
internationally in terms of academic performance, extra-curricula activities and 
infrastructural development. The university campuses were so beautiful and inspiring 
(Torulagha, 2011). 
 

Awodi and Ameh (2012) supported the above as they observe that, during the 
decades mentioned above, Nigeria’s best and the brightest students attended higher 
educational institutions in Nigeria. Students went overseas for courses that were not 
readily available in Nigeria. The children of the elites and those of the middle class 
attended the same schools since academic performance had a great impact in 
determining admission, whether into secondary schools or universities. Students who 
scored very highly in standardized examinations such as the First School Leaving 
Certificate (FSLC), West African School Certificate (WASC), General Certificate of 
Education (GCE), City and Guild (C & G) and Higher School Certificate (HSC) gained 
immediate admission into one of the best schools regardless of socio-economic status.  
 

On the contrary, the 1990s and 2000s are portrayed and characterized by poor 
academic standards, unorganized extra-curricular activities and miserable infrastructure 
and facilities. In fact, Nigeria’s school premises and campuses today are like facilities 
located in war fronts. They are messy and in a shabby state. Many primary and 
secondary schools are as good as makeshift refugee camps in a war zone with broken 
windows, chairs and desks. In some schools, the roofs are leaky and interrupt learning 
when it is raining. Most university campuses today are antiquated and also living in 
their past glory due to poor maintenance and embargo on man-power. It seems many 
educational administrators today are not as encouraged and devoted as their 
counterparts three decades ago. This means that some of them really do not care about 
what happens to education in the country, apart from maintaining their jobs and 
enhancing their financial wherewithal through misappropriation of allocated school 
funds, threats and unaccountable indirect fees imposed on students. The above reasons 
have virtually affected all the disciplines in the educational curriculum negatively, 
thereby causing a lot of dilemma of which Visual Arts is not an exception. This paper 
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therefore, highlights on those causes that hinder the attainment of the essential tasks on 
visual arts.  
 
Aims of Tertiary Education  

Tertiary education is the education given after secondary education in 
universities, colleges of education, polytechnics, monotechnics including those 
institutions offering correspondence courses. The National Policy on Education (2004) 
outlined those philosophy and goals on tertiary education that will help actualize its 
objectives of which visual arts is not an exception thus: 
a. Contribute to national development through high level relevant manpower 

training. 
b. Develop and inculcate proper values for the survival of the individual and 

society.  
c. Develop the intellectual capability of individuals to understand and appreciate 

their local and external environments.  
d. Acquire both physical and intellectual skills which will enable individuals to be 

self-reliant and useful members of the society.  
e. Promote and encourage scholarship and community service  
f. Forge and cement national unity and  
g. Promote national and international understanding and interaction.  
 
Current problems of Visual arts on Educational Development in Nigeria  

Just as the physical and social development of the average child is beset with 
many problems, so also is the development of education in any given society hindered 
by a collection of problems, some of which are: 

 
1. Inconsistent  Educational Policies  

The history of education in Nigeria has witnessed several educational reforms 
even before independence. These policies have been haphazardly implemented thereby 
causing more harm than good. Gusau (2008) narrated that in an effort to insist on self-
rule, agitators led the British colonial rulers to change the existing 8-6-2-3 (that is 8 
year primary, 6 year secondary, 2 year higher school certificate and 3 year university) 
educational system in Nigeria to 6-5-2-3 (that is 6 year primary, 5 year secondary, 2 
year higher school certificate and 3 year university). This change brought a reduction of 
the number of years of schooling by three years (two from the primary and one from 
the secondary). This system was on until the introduction of the 6-3-3-4 in 1976 (that is 
6 year primary, 3 year junior secondary, 3 year senior secondary and 4 year tertiary 
school) Obasanjo towards the end of his second term as president introduced the 9-3-4 
(that is 9 year primary and junior secondary put together, 3 year senior secondary and 4 
year tertiary school). The present 9-3-4 has demoted the junior secondary school (JSS) 
to the fold of the Basic Education. 
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Sequel to the suggestion of the Presidential Task Force on Education, the Federal 
Government on the 19th October, 2011 opened out plans to return the current 9-3-4 
system of education to 1-6-3-3-4 system. Under the proposed 1-6-3-3-4 system, there 
will be one compulsory year of Early Childhood Education (ECE) for five year old 
pupils, six years of primary education, three years of junior secondary, three years of 
senior secondary and four years of higher education (Olukhunu, 2011). All of the above 
policies were implemented with little or no preparations. 
 
2. Poorly Equipped libraries, Studios and Galleries  

For effective teaching and learning of visual arts, well equipped libraries, 
studios and galleries are needed but the truth remains that these essential facilities are 
lacking. Many schools and colleges have buildings that they call libraries, but most of 
these are not equipped with essential books, current journals and magazines. Many 
schools and colleges do not have studios while a good number of those that have, do 
not possess the basic tools, equipments and art materials such as Kiln, Blunger, 
brushes, colours, printing tables, cameras, darkroom, angle grinder among others. Also 
many schools do not have galleries where art works can be displayed for reference 
purposes. In such a situation as this, the teachers / instructors cannot put in their best, 
the students too cannot gain maximum benefits from the knowledge being given. 
Moreover, the teaching –learning process is hindered and the overall development of 
the learner within the school system is stunted.  
 
3. Procurement and Servicing of Equipment  

Visual arts education is a practical oriented discipline. A good number of the 
department of fine and applied arts in the country lack the basic equipment needed for 
adequate teaching and learning. The little they were able to procure lack maintenance. 
The experience in several tertiary institutions is that there is usually no adequate 
provision for servicing the equipment. When any of them gets bad, it is always 
difficult, sometimes impossible to get it repaired.  
 
4. Dearth of Adequately Qualified Education Personnel  

Successful outcome of the significance and standard of visual arts imagined for 
the Nigerian youth to help him become self-reliant, demands availability of well trained 
manpower. Unfortunately, the scarcity of such qualified personnel, well experienced in 
their areas of specialization, has blown the minds of many academics and researchers. 
Obot (2000), stated that many materials appearing in workshops, seminars, newspapers 
and periodicals have all identified this problem. The need for well trained personnel, 
particularly teachers in the visual arts education cannot be over emphasized.  This is 
because the efficacy of knowledge at any level is dependent, in large measure, on the 
quality of its teachers and their subject matter. 
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5. Poor Remuneration  
Unfavourable teaching environment, poor remuneration and threat of dismissal 

tend to inhibit lecturers’ morale. The lecturers could not continue to tolerate the way 
and manner Federal Government was handling education therefore, they resorted to 
strike actions. These conditions led to frustration and a frustrated teacher is as good as a 
blunt instrument while frustrated students are unmotivated, making teaching and 
learning an uphill or even impossible task.  
 
6. Corruption /Insincerity  

The level of corruption in the society has made the contractors to purchase 
obsolete and sub-standard materials and equipment. These materials and equipment 
will work for a very short period of time and when they break down they are difficult to 
put in place again. Moreover, they inflate the prices of the equipment. 
 
7. Academic Drift  

Another major setback for Visual Arts education is in its academic drift. Higher 
institutions have now become more engrossed in non-vocational and technical 
education as against admission policy of its philosophical foundation. As a result, 
tertiary education system has, over the years, struggled with enrolment ratios for 
vocational technical education and non-technical courses. With weak and ineffective 
monitoring and control, available data for the 2005/2006 academic session reveal that 
the system has drifted to the enrolment ratio of 31:69 for technology and non- 
technology based education, almost 100% deviation from the prescribed enrolment 
ratio (Wapmuk, 2011). 
 
Conclusion  

Globally, reforming and transforming the society through education have never 
been an easy undertaking, it is glaring that the Nigerian educational system has been 
hampered with inconsistency, fraudulency and confusion. Educational reforms of a 
given society must consider the needs of the society. There is no doubt that the state of 
visual arts education in Nigeria is lamentably poor and there are lots of challenges as 
well as perspectives and approaches that can be utilized to turn the situation around. 
What needs to be done is obvious. We need to rise up to the challenges and change the 
course of events in Nigeria and put visual arts education in a right footing. That is the 
only sure way to sustainable development.  
 
Recommendations  

What needs to be done to face the challenges of Visual Arts education in Nigeria 
include 

1. Promotion of visual arts student friendly and lecturer friendly school 
environment through adequate resourcing which will be needed to build 

Essential Tasks of Education: The Visual Arts Perspectives in Tertiary Institutions-  
Loretto Adaobi Olikagu 
 



6 
 

studios, procure materials and equipment, new schools, train more teachers and 
instructors. 

2. Tracking of resources to ensure proper, adequate and accountable utilization of 
resources budgeted for visual arts education. 

3. Improvement of teaching quality through employment of professional and 
qualified lecturers, in service training and workshops and implementation of 
the lecturers’ salary structure.  

4. Establishment of galleries for documenting artists’ works and helping the 
artists by acquiring their art works. 

5. Exchange programmes and residency for the artists. 
6. Artists should be sponsored to go for residency abroad where they stay for 

about 3 to 6 months producing art works.  These art works are sold and some 
percentage of the profit given to the artists.  

7. Trust funds should be allotted for visual arts just as we have in education so 
that boarding artists and artisans can be sponsored or given grants to develop 
their art.  
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